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Sixteenth General Conference Meeting of Representatives

of RCA Member States

Wednesday, 23 September 1987
Meeting Room VI-CO7

IAEA Headguarters, Vienna

1. Inauguration of the Meeting:

The meeting commenced at 09:15 hours with 23 delegates from 13 RCA
Member States and 2 observers from New Zealand. Singapore was not

" represented. The list of official participants is attached as Annex 1.

The interim chairman was Professor Byong whi Lee of the Republic of
Korea. He paid tribute to the former Deputy Director Generals Glubrecht
and Kakihana and acknowledged the efforts of Mr. Noramly bin Muslim,
DDG-TC and Mr. M. Zifferero, DDG-RI and their staffs. His reference to

New Zealand's presence was received with acclamation.

2. Welcoming remarks - Deputy Director General.

The DDG-TC, Mr. Noramly welcomed delegates on behalf of the Director
General and reviewed the previous year's progress. He made special
reference to the third extension of the RCA Agreement, some project
highlights and the increasing emphasis being placed on TCDC. The full

text is presented as Annex 2.

3. Election of Chairman

Dr. K.G. Dharmawardena, Chairman, Sri Lankan Atomic Energy Authority
was nominated by China, seconded by Australia, supported by Pakistan and
elected unanimously. In his acceptance remarks, he referred to the
Working Group Meeting in Colombo which marked both the 15th anniversary
of RCA and the 30th anniversary of the Agency. He acknowledged the

significant role RCA is playing in the Asia and Pacific Region.



4, Adoption of Agendas

The Agenda (annex 3) was adopted, although the delegate from the
Republic of Korea later indicated he would have preferred more background

on item 6 "Project Implementation”.

5. Report of the RCA Co-ordinator

By way of introduction, the RCA Co-ordinator pointed out that
pursuant to Article VII (A) of the Third Extension of the RCA Agreement
an annusal report would be prepared on the basis of Documentation received
from the Member States. The report covered the status of the third
extension of the RCA Agreement, the RCA Working Group Meeting, Colombo,
the RCA Steering Committee, the RCA Action Plan, the RCA Budget, and a

round up of project activities.

The full text is attaéhed as Annex 4.

6. Report from Member States

The reports from Member States are attached in full:

Australia - Annex 5
Bangladesh - Annex 6
China - Annex 7
India - Annex 8
Indonesisa - Annex 9
Japan - Annex 10
Korea, Republic of Annex 11
Malaysia - Annex 12
Pakistan - Annex 13
Philippines - Annex 14
Sri Lanka - Annex 15
Thailand - Annex 16

Viet Nam - Annex 17



In the subsequent discussion, the delegate of India supported the
policy of maximizing the recruitment of experts from the Region; welcomed
the publication of the RCA Newsletter; announced that India would
continue its extra-budgtary contribution to RCA by supporting two
training courses (Annexes 18 and 19); and sought clarification on the
need for Member States to complete forms confirming participation in RCA
projects. 1In response to the last-mentioned point, the RCA Co-ordinator
explained that such notification was required under Article IV (1) of the

Third Extension.

The delegate from Pakistan reiterated his country’'s support for
RCA. The delegate from Thailand commented on the need to define the
separate responsibilities of the RCA Working Group and General Conference
Meetings and referred to a number of other matters which are discussed

under project implementatioms.

7. Project Implementation

7.1 Project Committees

The proposal for the administration of Project Committees as
outlined in Annex 20 was generally accepted although the delegate of
Thailand pointed out that, in his view, the recommended procedure was not
strictly in accordance with Article VI of the Agreement. He further
commented that the Article does not have provision for the grouping of

projects into areas.
In response the RCA Co-ordinator made the following points.
i) Project Committees will only be constituted at the Working

Group Meeting if funding for separate meetings is unavailable

(Annex 20 para. 3);
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ii) The committees can be formally reconstituted for each project.
The reason for considering individual projects in subject
groups is to allow formal pguidance to the Agency on project

priorities.

Further advice from the Legal Division will be sought.

7.2 Annual Report

The Annual Report will be prepared by the Secretariat based on
the delegate's reports and presented to the Working Group Meeting,
Beijing 1988. The delegate from the Republic of Korea asked that policy

issues raised by Member States in their reports should also be included.
7.3 Other Questions

A list of RCA Projects (requested by Bangladesh and
India) will be provided.

A breakdown of financial dats by expert, fellowship,
group training and equipment components (requested by

Thailand) can be made available.

8. New Projecf Propossls

8.1 Strengthening of Radiation Protection

The Project Document supporting the project was presented.
Member States were requested to present a formal reaction to the document
at the Project Formulation Meeting, Tokyo 17-20 November 1987. The
delegate from Australia pointed out that formal acceptance of project at

the Working Group Meeting, Beijing would be too late for his authorities



to formally approve funding for the Radiation Protection Training Course,
Sydney 1988 under the project. A target date of 31 December 1987 for
project approval was agreed. 1In response to a question from India the
RCA Co-ordinator pointed out that the acceptance of RAPAT Missions was

not a prerequisite for joining the project.

8.2 Indian funded training courses.

India has agreed to fund the following training courses from

jts extra-budgetary contribution to RCA:

Training Course on Radioisotope Production in Research Reactors
and Neutron Activation Analysis for Mineral Resource Prospecting and

Materials Characterization.

Details are provided in Annexes 18 and 19. Delegates welcomed this
further initiative from the Government of India. Further information on

the proposed archaeological project (Annex 21) was also distributed.

8.3 Republic of Korea funded training course.

The delegate from the Republic Korea announced that his
Government planned funding a major training course on "Nuclear Power
Project Planning and Implementation”. Details are provided in the
attachment to Annex 22. In speaking to the document, the delegate from
the Republic of Korea, said that his country wished to share its
experience and knowledge in this field. The initiative was accepted by

the Meeting.

8.4 RCA Project: Integrated Control of Tropical Plant Viruses with

Nuclear Technigques.

The status of the project for which extra-budgetary resources are
being sought was discussed. It was pointed out that the techniques
proposed are also valid for tree crops such as palm 0il, coconut, citrus

and papaya.



8.5 Other new projects.

The new projects outlined in documents 9 and 10 of the
background papers were briefly discussed. The delegate from Thailand
made reference to the RCA Project: "Radiation Sterilization for Tissue
Banks and Tissue Grafting”. He felt that organizations such as the Red

Cross should be more directly involved in the TC project.

9. Work Plen and Cost Projections:

The Work Plan and Cost Projections (Documents 5-7 of the Background

Papers) were received with little comment.
10. Other Matters
10.1 Regional Industrial Project.

The UNDP Project Co-ordinator presented a resume of the current

status of the project.

10.2 Possible Canadian contribution to the Regional Project for Food

Irradiation.

The DDG-TC mentioned that in discussions he had with the Canadian
Mission, he was left with the impession that Canada would be prepared to
consider contributing to a third phase of the food irradiation project.
The Indian delegate enquired which aspect of the project Canada was
jnterested in. The Agency responded that the discussions were very
preliminary, but noted that Canada was offering assistance to Thailand on

a bilateral basis.

The Indian delegate expressed the view that a pilot food irradiation

facility to be set up in a Member State with funds from a country outside
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the region could not be classified as a RCA project. RCA could certainly
technically endorse a project in a Member State which could facilitate

the Member State to seek bilateral financial assistance unquote.

The delegate from Australia reminded the meeting of the rather
special nature of RCA and noted that the acceptance of substantial
outside funding could lead to a fundamental change in RCA. He
recommended that delegates should proceed with caution and examine each

case individually.
This approach seemed generally acceptable, given that the Agency

remains free to seek support from all sources for regional and country

projects.

Close of Meeting

Following summary comments by the DDG-TC, the Meeting was closed at
13:00 hours.
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ANNEX 2

Sixteenth Meeting of Representatives of RCA
Member States, 23 September 1987

Welcoming Remarks

Mr. Noramly bin Muslim

Deputy Director General - Department of Technical Co-operation
Distinguished delegates, ladies and gentlemen!

on behalf of the Director General, it gives me great
pleasure to welcome you all as friends and colleagues to the
sixteenth annual General Conference Meeting of Representatives

of RCA Member States.

The past year has been a good one for RCA. One of the
highlights has been the negotiation of the Third Extension of
the RCA Agreement. I am pleased to report ten of the 14 RCA
Countries have formally notified the Agency of acceptance. The
priority which Governments have given to this matter augurs
well for further co-operation within the RCA region, and I
would 1like to thank all officials for their efforts in
preparing the necessary submissions and recommendations.
Special mention should be made of China and Viet Nam, the first
two countries to notify acceptance and therefore ensure that

the Agreement would enter into force on the due date.

Since we last met in this forum, the UNDP has agreed to

fund the Regional Industrial Project at a level of $3M through



the fourth programming cycle 1987-1991. As in the past.

substantial extra-budgetary contributions have been received
from Japan and Australia. These funds are being used to
support not only projects incorporated within the core
programme but aiso some important new initiatives in the fields

of civil engineering and coal technology respectively.

RCA projects continue to benefit greatly from
extra-budgetary contributions. In 1987, approximately 70 per
cent of a $1.88M operating budget was provided by UNDP and the
donor countries Japan, Australia, India and the Republic of
Korea. 1In this time of financial constraint, I am particularly
pleased to be able to report that substantial increases in the

level of extra budgetary support has been foreshadowed in 1988.

All RCA projects have made good progress but time permits
to mention only a few highlights. The first phase of the
Japanese funded project on Liverrlmaging will conclude with the
publication of an Atlas of Liver Images. This will comprise a
selection of about 100 of the images studied during the
project, and is expected to serve the physicians of the Region

well for a number of years.

The second phase of the Regional Project on Food

Irradiation which is funded by Australia is also drawing to a



close. It is pleasing to report that, as a result of positive
results obtained during the course of the project, five RCA
Member States have built, or are constructing

commercial/demonstration irradiators.

As in the past, India is continuing to support RCA through
its special contribution which, this year is being used to fund
two Regional Training Courses and to supply some specialized
equipment to participants of the Radioaerosal Imaging

Co-ordinated Research Programme.

Finally, I wish to make reference to the Regional Workshop
on Photon. Electron and Neutron Dosimetry in Radiotherapy which

js the first activity funded by the Republic of Korea.

The Korean workshop is an excellent practical example of
technical co-operation between developing countries (or TCDC).
This fine concept which is fully supported by the Agency is
incorporated within the recommendations of the Buenos Aires
Plan of Action 1978. TCDC is seen as a "conscious, systematic
and politically motivated ©process developed to create a
framework of multiple links between developing countries”. The
primary objective is "to foster self reliance through the
enhancement of their creative capacity to find solutions to

their development problems in keeping with their own



aspirations, values and special needs". The Buenos Aires
declaration recognizes that while "the main flows of technical
co-operation would be between two or more developing countries,

the support of developed countries and regional and

interregional institutions may be necessary".

The Agency now regards a TCDC component as esseptial to
new RCA projects. Two examples may be cited. Firstly, in the
case of the Dosimetry Workshop mentioned above, a developing
counﬁry. the Republic of Korea., funded participants from other
developing countries to the well equipped Korea Cancer Centre
Hospital. Many of the lectures were presented by local staff.
However they were well supported by experts from the IAEA,

Japan and Austria.

The second example involves the TC funded project
*Radioimmunoassay of Thyroid Related Hormones". This project
has been particularly successful in leading to cost reductions
by replacing RIA kits with bulk reagents. Several countries
have reported reduction of cost per patient sample to 50 Cents
or less, against a previous figqure of $2-50,. Two Regional
Training Courses have been held. Of importance to TCDC is the
fact, that participants from the regional Courses with the
assistance of the Agency and experts within the Region, are

supporting a number of national courses and in service training



activities. 1In addition, negotiations are underway for sources

of bulk reagents from developing RCA Member States.

Co-operation always involves teamwork and RCA 1is no
exception. The Secretariat has certain responsibilities as do
Member States. Together they can ensure the implementation of
a full and effective programme. With this in mind I am pleased
to report that nearly all regional activities proposed by
national co-ordinators during 1986 - 1987 will be implemented,
although, in a small number of instances, rescheduling has been

necessary.

With the acceptance of the Third Extension of the
Agreement, RCA is now entering a new phase. After fifteen
years of operation, I feel the time has come to review the aims
and objectives of RCA. As one of the elements of this review,
a Seminar is planned. I trust that all RCA Member States will
contribute to this venture to ensure that a strategy can be

evolved which will be useful in guiding RCA into the 1990's.

May my colleagues and I once again welcome you to the
Headquarters of the Agency in this Jubilee year, and on doing
80 express my personal anticipation of another excellent

meeting of RCA Representatives this morning.

Thank you!
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ANNEX 3

Sixteenth General Conference Meeting of Representatives

of RCA Member States

09:00h, Wednesday 23 September 1987

Conference Room VI, CO7

IAEA Headguarters, Vienna

Agenda

Opening Remarks by the Deputy Director General and Head, Department

of Technical Co-operation.

Election of Chairman, and Comments by Chairman Elect.

Adoption of Agenda.

Report by RCA Co-ordinator.

Reports from Member States.

Project Implementation.

New Project Proposals.

Work Plan and Cost Projections for 1987/88.

Any other matters.

Close.






