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Eighteenth RCA General Conference Meeting

Thursday, 28 September 1989, 10:00 hours

Room CO07 IV, IAEA

The meeting was attended by 21 delegates representing all
RCA Member States except Singapore. A list of delegates is

attached as Annex 1.

In his opening remarks the interim Chairman, Mr. Wang
Chuanying, Minister-Counsellor, China, noted that this meeting
will provide an important opportunity to advise the Agency on

the direction RCA should take over the next year (Annex 2).

Following acceptance of the Agenda (Annex 3) he invited the
Deputy Director General, Department of Technical Co-operation
to present his welcome on behalf of the IAEA. Mr. Noramly
highlighted the major achievements over the past year and
analysed a number of factors contributing to the success of
RCA. He emphasized the need to maintain a strong and effective
programme and expressed confidence that resources would follow.

A full text is presented as Annex 4.

Then proceeded the election of Chairman. Dr. David Cook,
Executive Director, Australian Nuclear Science and Technology
Organisation was nominated by Thailand, seconded by Viet Nam and
unanimously elected. Dr. Cook expressed appreciation for the
leadership of the outgoing Chairman and thanked the delegates

for their confidence. He reiterated Australia’s view that RCA



is an excellent model for regional co-operation and pledged
continuing support, especially for the industrial and medical

projects {Annex 5).

Report by RCA Co-ordinator

In his report the RCA Co-ordinator outlined trends which had
occurred over the past year. He made special reference to the
support of donor countries and UNDP and highlighted some of the
technical achievements. He noted in particular the receipt by
the Agency of the Kilmer Award for the IAEA’s contribution to
the introduction of radiation sterilization technology to
developing countries. Special reference was made to projects
which commenced during the previous year. &an analysis of some
factors affecting the future of RCA was presented. The full

text is attached as Annex 6.

RCA Annual Report 1988

The Chairman introduced the report and invited Member States
for comments. The report together with a parallel document on
the Regional Industrial Project was generally favourably

received and was accepted by the Meeting without amendment.

The Chairman then invited delegates to present statements on

behalf of their countries.



The delegate from Sri Lanka expressed interest in a number
of projects including Radiation Vulcanization of Natural Rubber
Latex, the Ndcleonic Control Systems, Radiation Processing, Food
Irradiation, Tissue Grafts and Non-Destructive Testing. Efforts
were being made to enhance private sector involvement in many of
these activities. He observed that RCA could be expanded to
include examination of intercountry electric grids and the
trans-boundary monitoring of controlled and uncontrolled
environmental releases and the related question of emergency

preparedness.

The delegate from India pointed out that his country was a
founder member of RCA and contributes to the industrial and
basic sciences programmes. India supports the Researcb Reactor
Utilization Projézt and is funding an activity in 1990. The
Indian delegate reported the establishment of the Board of
Radiation and Isotope Technology which has the responsibility of
providing radiation and isotope services to medicine,
agriculture, and industry on a cost accountable basis. He
reiterated India’s offer of its facilities to other Member

States in support of RCA activities.

The delegate from China noted with satisfaction that the
volume of the RCA programme and the total budgets are steadily
increasing. He was pleased to announce that China was funding
two activities, namely "Regional Training Course on Formulation

Technology of Radiation Cross-linking", Shanghai, September 1989



and the "Regional Workshop on Commercialization of Food
Irradiation", Shanghai, January 1990. He announced a further
contribution of $50,000 to fund activities in China in 1990. A

full text is attached as Annex 7.

The delegate from Viet Nam expressed particular support for
the Research Reactor Utilization Project, the Industrial Project
and the Radiation Protection Project. He noted the catalytic
role of RCA activities in engendering governmental co-operation
in nuclear science and technology. He announced that his
Government is willing to host the 1991 RCA Working Group Meeting

(Annex 8).

The chief delegate from Japan noted that RCA is a valuable
instrument shared by the IAEA and Member States to assist the
transfer of modern technology in areas of common interest to
Member States, and to bring greater scientific and social
benefits to the region. He reiterated his Government’s
continuing support for RCA, particularly in the fields of
industry, medicine and radiation protection. He noted that
Japan was in a position to make in-kind contributions to
activities within the Research Reactor Utilization Project while
his Government is considering participation in the project, due

principally to financial constraints (Annex 9).

The delegate from the Republic of Korea noted that RCA is




widely recognised as an important instrument for nuclear
co-operation among Asian and Pacific countries. Korea has
recently heavily involved itself in the Regional Industrial
Project and the Energy and Nuclear Power Planning Project. The
delegate was pleased to report that Korea will fund a second RCA
regional training course on Nuclear Power Planning and
Implementation and expressed eagerness to participate in the new
projects: RIA for Hepatitis B Diagnosis and Research Reactor

Utilization (Annex 10).
The delegate from Malaysia fully supported RCA and he
welcomed the trend towards larger projects. He thanked Japan

for its statement on the Research Reactor Utilization Project.

The delegate>Erom Bangladesh outlined his country’s

involvement in a range of RCA projects including Food
Irradiation, Radiation Vulcanization, NDT Medical and Biological
Applications of Nuclear Techniques, Research Reactor Utilization
and Radiation Protection. He supported the suggestion from Sri
Lanka that the radiation protection project could be expanded to

include transborder monitoring of radionuclides.

The delegate from Indonesia endorsed the Annual Report 1988
and strongly supported the Research Reactor Utilization
Project. Indonesia offered to host a course on Computer
Applications to Research Reactor Control and Calculation (Annex

11).



The delegate from the Philippines tabled a detailed
statement on his country’s participation in the RCA programme

(Annex 12).

Eleventh RCA Working Group Meeting, Sydney, March 1989.

The meeting accepted the report of the Working Group Meeting
without amendment. The UNDP Project Co-ordinator elaborated on
the discussion at the Working Group on the UNDP Mid-term
Evaluation Mission of the Regional Industrial Project. He
stated that the mission is to assess the project’s effectiveness
in transferring of nuclear technology to industry in the
Region. The mission, upon its conclusion, will also recommend
directions and framework for future development of the Project,
especially beyond 1991. 1In this regard, co-operation of

participating countries is essential.

The formulation of the Regional Industrial Project for years
beyond 1991 is also underway through a series of co-ordination
and expert advisory group meetings in the first half of 1990.

As agreed by the Working Group Meeting in Sydney, the UNDP
Project Co-ordinator suggested that it is an opportune time to
introduce more regionality to the Project. All participating
countries are requested to contribute to the formulation of the
new proposal which is expected to be submitted to UNDP for

preliminary assessment at the end of 1990.



The Deputy Director General outlined achievements within RCA
since the Sydney meeting. He referred specifically to the
inauguration by the Deputy Prime Minister of the Food
Irradiation Plant in Thailand. He also noted that Malaysia had
completed plans for the multi-purpose irradiator and thanked the
delegate from Japan for his statement concerning the research

reactor utilization.

RCA Programme 1990.

The RCA programme 1990 (Annex 13) was endorsed by the
Meeting. The RCA Co-ordinator tabled two projects submitted by

the Joint IAEA/FAO Division.

1. Regional Programme to Strengthen Research on Animal
Production and Disease Control in Asia through Application of

Immunoassay Techniques.

2. Regional Asia Project on Nitrogen Fixing Trees for

Increasing Soil Fertility, Crop and Fuel Wood Production.
He requested Member States to consider these projects for
possible submission to UNDP for funding during the Sth

Programming Cycle 1992-97.

Other business.

1) Pakistan renewed the offer to host a Training Course in

Energy and Nuclear Power Planning. The delegate from Pakistan



suggested that the RCA General Conference Meeting should be
scheduled away from the Plenary Sessions of the General
Conference because of difficulties experienced by developing

countries with very small delegations.

2) Indonesia and Viet Nam reiterated support for the

Research Reactor Utilization Project.

3) The Malaysian delegate said his Government would soon
inform the Agency of Training Courses which could be hosted by

his country.

The delegate from India renewed his country’s offer to share
facilities with other RCA countries. He specifically commented
on two of the issues facing RCA raised by the RCA Co-ordinator
(refer Annex 6, page 7-8). He agreed with the suggested basis
for acceptance of participants from non-RCA countries in RCA
activities (Annex 6, page 8, para. 3). Concerning the funding
of RCA activities, he noted that his Government supported the
view that financial and human resources should be derived from
within the Region, where possible. Exceptions to this principle
should be referred to the Meeting of Representatives on a case

by case basis.

Summary of decisions taken by the Meeting.

1) The RCA Annual Report 1988 was accepted without

amendment.



2) The report of the 11th RCA Working Group Meeting,

Sydney was accepted without amendment.

3) The RCA programme 1990 was endorsed.

4) The offer by Thailand to host the 12th RCA Working
Group Meeting, Chiang Mai, 19-22 March 1990 was

confirmed.

5) The offer by Viet Nam to host the 13th RCA Working

Group Meeting 1991 was accepted.

Closing

In his closing remarks the Chairman thanked all Member
States for their co-operation and invited all countries to
attend the 1990 Working Group Meeting in Chiang Mai. He
especially thanked Viet Nam for agreeing to host the 1991

Meeting.

In conclusion, Professor Noramly, DDG-TC thanked all RCA
Member States, Professor Zifferero, DDG-RI and the staff
involved technical divisions and TC for their continuing
support. He assured Member States that the Secretariat would

follow-up the recommendations of the Meeting.

The meeting was adjourned at 12 noon by the Chairman.
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First Secretary
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Assistant Director

Nuclear Energy Division
Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Tokyo

Mr. Tetsuya KAGAMI

Special Staff

Science and Technology Agency
Tokyo

Mr. Toshiyuki KIMURA
Special Assistant
Permanent Mission of Japan in Vienna

REPUBLIC OF KOREA:

Mr. Heung Yil Park
Director, Nuclear Safety and Co-operation Office
Ministry of Science and Technology

Mr. Jae Hong Lee

Assistance Director

Nuclear Safety and Co-operation Office
Ministry of Science and Technology

Mr. Myung Hwan Kim
Administrator
Korea Advanced Energy Research Institute

MALAYSIA:

Datuk Mr. Mohd. Ghazali
Director General

Nuclear Energy Unit

Prime Minister’s Department
Bangi, Selangor

Ms. Fatima Mohd. Amin
Scientific Attache
Malaysian Embassy in Austria

Mr. Razley Nordin
Head, External Affairs Unit
Nuclear Energy Unit

PAKISTAN:
Mr. Jawad Azim Hashimi
Attache (Atomic Energy)
Embassy of Pakistan

PHILIPPINES:

Mr. Q.0. Navarro

Director

Philippine Nuclear Research Institute
Quezon City



SRI LANKA:

Mr. D.A. Nethsinghe

Chairman

Sri Lankan Atomic Energy Authority
Colombo

THAIIAND:

Mr. Suchat Mongkolphantha
Secretary General

Office of Atomic Energy for Peace
Bangkok

VIET NAM:

Mr. Nguyen Tien Nguyen

Head, Dept. of International Relations
Viet Nam National Atomic Energy Commission
Hanoi

Ms. Hoang Thi Nhung

Dept. of International Relations

Viet Nam National Atomic Energy Commission
Hanoi



Annex 2

Eighteenth RCA General Conference Meeting

Remarks by Interim Chairman

It gives me great pleasure to call to order this Eighteenth

General Conference Meeting of RCA Member States.

A great deal has been achieved in RCA since we adjourned the
last Meeting and a great deal needs to be done. This would not
be possible without counsel and support of all RCA Member
States. This meeting provides further important opportunity to
advise the Agency on the direction RCA should be taken over the

next year.
May I take this opportunity of thanking you for the support
you gave me as Chairman. I know you will extend the same

courtesies to my successor.

Thank you.



Annex 3

Eighteenth General Conference Meeting of
Representatives of RCA Member States

10:00h Thursday, 28 September 1989
Conference Room IV, C07, IAEA Headquarters

Agenda

Opening

. Remarks by interim chairman

. Welcome on behalf of the IAEA
. Election of chairman

. Statement by chairman elect
Report by RCA Co-ordinator.

RCA Annual Report 1988.

The Meeting is invited to accept the report as tabled
or with any agreed amendments. The report was
circulated separately.

Eleventh RCA Working Group Meeting, Sydney, March 1989.
The Meeting is invited to accept the report as

presented or with any agreed amendments. The basic
report is presented as background paper 1.

RCA Programme 1990.

The Meeting is invited to endorse the 1990 RCA
programme documents presented in background paper 2.

Other Business.



Eighteenth General Conference Meeting
of Representatives of RCA Member States

Opening Remarks

Noramly bin Muslim
Deputy Director General

Head, Department of Technical Co-operation

Distinguished Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen!

On behalf of the Director General, I am honoured to welcome
you all to this Eighteenth General Conference Meeting of
Representatives of RCA Member States. It is always a pleasure
to meet 0ld friends and colleagues whose wise counsel over the
years has helped to mould the RCA tradition. It is also a
privilege to meet delegates who may be here for the first time.
RCA cannot afford to stand still, and the Agency looks to new
people with new ideas to ensure RCA’s continuing relevance to
more than half the world’s population who live within the

rapidly developing Asia and Pacific region.

May I use this opportunity to apprise you of significant
progress over the past year. First of all, I wish to reiterate
the Agency’s gratitute to the Australian Government for hosting
the Working Group Meeting in March. The proceedings were
formally opened by the Deputy Prime Minister, and Attourney
General, Mr. Lionel Bowen MP who observed that RCA can be held
up as a working example of how integration in the Asia and
Pacific Region can be made to work effectively. These comments
echo strong political support for RCA over many years by other
political leaders in other fora. Such support is the basis of

our strength and the foundation of our future planning.



The Working Group Meeting was skilfully guided by its chairman,
Dr. David Cook, Executive Dirctor ANSTO. A full review of the
programme was undertaken and the groundwork laid for the

documents you have before you.

I shall not attempt to enumerate the technical
achievements. They have been outlined in the RCA booklet which

is hot off the press and has just been distributed to you.

I am pleased to inform you that the Agency’s contribution to
the introduction of radiation sterilization technology to
developing countries has been recognized by the presentation of
the Kilmer Award. In accepting this honour, the Agency wishes
to acknowlege the efforts of all RCA Member States which have

contributed in various ways to the transfer of this technology.

It is a privilege for me to publically acknowledge the many

factors which have contributed to the success of the programme.

First and foremost there are the people involved, both in

the Region and in the Secretariat. I am acutely aware that our
colleagues within the Region all have important national
responsibilities. That they also devote so much effort to RCA
is a tribute to their belief in regional co-operation. You may
be interested to know that all but one of the technical
divisions within the Agency are now involved with the RCA
programme. We clearly owe much to the skill and dedication of

our Technical Officers and the TC staff.






