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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

There were 33 participants from 16 RCA Member States, only Singapore did
not send a represeniative. There were three observers from France. The Agency's
delegation was led by Mr. Qian Jihui, Deputy Director General, Department of
Technical Co-operation.

The Meeting elected Professor Djaloeis, Deputy Director General,
Indonesian Atomic Energy Agency (BATAN) Chairman.

The major highlights of the Meeting were:
the acceptance of the RCA Annual Report for 1993.

the acceptance of the report of the 16th RCA Working Group
Meeting.

the approval of the pfojecf activities for 1995.
. the approval of the Budget Estimates for 1995 and 1996.

the endorsement of the recommendations from the 416th RCA
Working Group Meeting with regard to incorporating the following
projects in the RCA programme:

- the proposals set out in the Project Formulation Meeting
Report for Energy and Nuclear Power Planning with the
component on the pooling and analysis of effective
strategies forimplementation of nuclear power programmes
1o be separated as a specific project;
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- the proposals set out in the Project Formulation Meeting
Report for Research Reactor Utilization and specifically the
need for ihe evaluation of neutron radiography facilities in
the region;

- the proposal for a CRP on Applied Research on Air Pollution
using Nuclear Related Analytical Techniques;

- the proposal for an RCM in 1995 for Air Pollution and Lung
Function Studies; and

- the proposal for a new project on Irradiated Foods.

the acceptance of the offer by Malaysia to host the 17th RCA
Working Group Meeting in 1995. '

the recommendation that the appointment of the next RCA Co-
ordinator should be made in such a way as to enable a smooth
transfer to occur in 1995 and that the present level of the position
be maintained.

the decision to delete from the programme the unfunded fooinote
al project on Risk and Reliability, RAS/9/040. '

the acceptance of the circulated factual background paper on
RCA activities for submission by indonesia o the 1995 NPT Review
and Extension Conference.

the establishment of specific emphasis on those initiatives that
would contribute to the UN "Women in Development Programme”
and would also be relevant fo the needs and priorities of RCA.

~ the commitment of the following ten RCA Member States to provide:
cash extrabudgetary support 1o the programme: Australia, China,
Indonesia, India, Japan, Republic of Korea, Malaysia, New
Zealand, Philippines and Thailand. In 1995 the total cash deposited
by these countries could amount 1o $4.25 million.
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TWENTY-THIRD CONFERENCE MEETING OF
REPRESENTATIVES OF RCA MEMBER STATES

8:30h Wednesday, 21 September 1994
VIC, €07, Conference Room V

1. OPENING

~ The Meeting was atftended by 33 delegates representing all RCA Member
States with the exception of Singapore and three observers from France. A list of
those attending is attached as Annex 4.

The Meeting was opéned by the Interim Chairman, Dr. Carlito Aleta.
Director, Philippine Nuclear Research institute. He welcomed the delegates to the
Meeting and thanked all Member States for their supporf during the last year. He
then invited the Deputy Director General, Dépor‘rment-of Technical Co-operation,
Mr. Qian Jihui fo address the Meeting on behalf of the Agency.

Mr. Qian welcomed all delegates on behalf of the IAEA Director General,
Dr. Blix. He mentioned that the total RCA membership had now reached seventeen
with the joining of Myanmar and New Zealand and all active IAEA Member States
in the Asia Pacific region were now signatories to RCA. He pointed fo the need for
strong integration between RCA and national activities and reflected on the
Agency's role of funding RCA projects. In his concluding remarks he congratulated
-those developing RCA Member States now supporting the projects as cash donors
and predicted that from 1995 there might be a total of 10 Member States gnvnng
cash contributions. The full text is presented in Annex 2.

The Interim Chairman called for nominations for Chairman. Professor A.
Djaloeis, Deputy Director General, BATAN, Indonesia was nominq'red by Malaysia.
seconded by Bangladesh and unanimously elected Chairman. Malaysia gave a .
brief introduction of Professor Djaloeis, pointing out that he had been appointed
Deputy Director General of BATAN on 1 September 1994.

, Professor Djaloeis expressed his gratitude to the delegates for electing him
Chairman. He expressed the wish that, as in the past, all members of the RCA
would participate in a co-operative manner and come to consensus agreement
on the matters to be decided and thus contribute to a successful meeting.
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The Chairman presented the agenda (Annex 3) which was adopted
unanimously.

2. REPORT BY RCA CO-ORDINATOR

Dr. Easey noted the expansion of the RCA membership to seventeen with
_the recent addition of Myanmar and New Zealand and Iooked forward to both
becoming active over a range of project work.

He reviewed problems encountered with communications with UNDP
Headquarters over the past years which had impacted on three projects. He
hoped that the presence in Vienna of UNDP Headquarters staff for the Tripartite
Review Meeting (TPRM} on the joint UNDP/RCA/IAEA project RAS/92/073 would
enable some resolution of these problems. '

He requested Member States to include comments on the linkage between
the RCA projects and any related country projects in the future Country Statements.

He supported the view that the IAEA should be regarded as any other
potential donor and that the project proposais from RCA should be prepared to
reflect this. He requested that other projects competing fof IAEA funding should
also be assessed using the same criteria as used for RCA.

- He noted the continuing needs for the effective interfacing of RCA projects
with other bilateral and muttilateral initiatives and regretted that his specific
requests for coordination with and information about the International Cooperation
in Asia programme had not been answered.

He referred to supplementary informoﬂon on the "Women in Development”
programme being part of the forthcoming TPRM and the paper prepared for the
UNDP's own Mid-Term Review of the 5th intercouniry Programme Cycle.

He congratulated all those RCA Member States who were now going to be
extrabudgetary cash donors to the programme.

In concluding. he asked Member States to consider the expanding role of
RCA in development and cooperation and collaboration in the peaceful uses of -
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nuclear technology. In particular, he suggested that TCDC could be increased
within the region and that contacts with the other regional agreements should also
be expanded.

The full text of the report is attached as Annex 4.

3. SIXTEENTH RCA WORKING GROUP MEETING, BALI, INDONESIA, 22-25 MARCH
1994.

The RCA Co-ordinator pointed out that there was an addendum of 2 pages
for this report. These late inclusions had arrived after the report had been printed.
They had been included in the distributed report and were aiso available from the
Secretariat. '

The Philippines reférred 1o the report and expressed appreciation on the
production of diskettes to reduce the volume of paper. With reference to page 25,
the RCA Co-ordinator was asked about any developments on the request to bring
the region’s agricultural specialists fogether for a specific meeting on subjects of
importance in agriculture for the RCA programme. The RCA Co-ordinator replied
that he had had preliminary discussions with the DDG-TC and a meeting for
agricultural specialists was planned for 1995.

Mr. Qidn commented on the various agricultural proposals that had been
presented at the last year's RCA General Conference Meeting and the discussion
on the proposols that had taken place at the 16th RCA Working Group Meeting.
He pointed out the difference in the nature between RCA projects and the regional
and national projects, whereby, in RCA projects, the Member States collectively
decided on the projects that have highest priorities for them. These priorities were
not always the same as the Agency's. In this respect he said that JAEA shouid be
considered like any other potential donor organization and should not be
expected to fund everything. He informed the Meeting that the Agency had the
intention to initiate two Regional Asian agricultural projects outside the RCA

programme and the decision would be left to RCA Member States whether fo
| integrate those info the RCA programme at some future state. '

Indonesia recalled the request made by their delegation at the 16th RCA
Working Group Meeting for a RCA project on renal disease. A proposal for a new
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project, a CRP on renal disease diagnosis and therapy by using nuclear
techniques had now been prepared by them for inclusion in the 1995 programme.
Indonesia also pointed out that their cash contribution was not on an annual basis
but a lump sum for 3 years, for 1994-1997.

The RCA Co-ordinator replied that he was very pleased and was looking
forward to receiving.a copy of the proposal on the CRP. He said that all new
proposals would be included in the briefing documents that will be sent out
around the second week of January to all Member States and this proposal would
be included. He confirmed that it wds on record that the Indonesian contribution
was from 1994-1997.

Ching said that since 1988 its Government had donated support for
Trqining Courses but would now Ac'honge its brocedure and give a cash
contribution of US$50,000, 70% of which would be in US$ and 30% in Chinese
currency. With respect to projects in the field of agriculture, China felt these were
very‘importont and asked the Secretariat for help to formuiate concrete proposals.

The RCA Co-ordingator replied that efforts needed 1o be concentrated on
the selling of agreed RCA projects. During the last few years much effort had been
put into this selling of projects, starting with the production of "donor-friendly”
documentation showing the project aims, objectives, outputs and timetable,
-making clear how donor funds were 1o be Used.

Republic of Korea expressed appreciation fo Indonesia for hosting thé 16th
Working Group Meeting ‘ond hoped that a number of the proposed projects couid
be implemented. It approved of the report of the 16th RCA Working Group
Meeting and considered the Meeting had been very beneficial.

Mr. Qian referred to the request from China for help in formulating project
proposals and said that the Secretariat had time probiems in this respect and a
high workload. He said he proposed to establish an interregional project to

‘support the three regional agreements with some selected experts or high level
senior persons with scientific background and management skills, to help each
Chairman do some specific work. Additional work needed 10 be done on various
subjects after these General Conference Meetings which might require for
example: experts in management and co-ordination; or, the formulation of a good
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project which is then 'sold’ to a donor. If the Chairman, fogether with the
Secretariat, whould prepare a list of: subjects; people needed:; tasks; then the
Agency could support the experts with travel, including airfare and per diem. The
required senior experts should be donated cost-free by Member States. This should
also facilitate the exchange of personnel and experience amongst the regions.
The Agency was interested in receiving specific concrete proposails it could
support. The Chairman asked the delegates to discuss this idea at a later fime.'

The report on the 46th Working Group Meeting report was accepted by the
Meeting.

4. RCA ANNUAL REPORT

The Chairman présén’ted the Annual Report 1993 which was accepted by
the Meeting without comments.

5. RCA PROGRAMME 1995

51 Proposed RCA Project Activities for 1995

The RCA Co-ordinator commented that details on the programme were
included in the background papers and went briefly through the individual items.
This was then foliowed by discussion.

Pakistan stated that it had expressed its concern at the RCA/IGC Meeting
last year on the diminishing importance in the agricultural projects and noted that
the situation had remained unchanged. Pakistan expressed the wish that more
importance would be given fo the energy and agricultural sector in the future.
Pakistan expressed its full support for the RCA and asked for assistance in the area
of foresiry and live-stock. Pakistan said there were identifiable projects in these
areas and would be glad to discuss them in appropriate RCA fora.

Mr. Aslam made reference o the comment by Pakistan. He said that the
two areas that had been mentioned had already been included in the 1995/96
programme for Regional Asia and the Pacific outside of RCA.
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Pakistan referred 1o the post 1995 RCA activities pointing out that there
were no agricultural activities. It was stressed again that Pakistan would like to
have agricultural projects and felt that other countries had interests and needs in
this areaq.

China referred to the 1995 training programme (Annex 5) and pointed out

that there were two similar workshops, one being the Regional Workshop on NDT
Applications in Electrical Power, 1o be held in China and the other one being the
Regional Workshop on NDT in Power Indusiry, to be held in Republic of Korea.
China asked why two so similar workshops were offered. The RCA Co-ordinator
replied that a tentative list of fraining courses for 1995 had been put together in
July/August 1994. All possible training events had been included in this list and the
list would now be refined with the help of all the delegates presently in Vienna.
Any possible overlaps would be discussed with the delegates.

~ Viet Nam expressed its willingness to host the seven events in 1995, as set
out in a letter to the RCA Co-ordinator.

India referred to the 1995 list of fraining courses and asked about the status
of the parts of the tables where there were question marks. The RCA Co-ordinator
replied that for a number of training events location or date had yet to be fixed.
He fried fo spread the benefits of hosting the training events as evenly as possible
around the region. He had received various lefters from Members States offering
fo host activities. These events needed to be balanced and it needed to be
ascertained that fhe appropriate infrastructure for each training eventwas present.

He hoped fo have the list finalized by mid-October.

The proposed RCA Project Activities for 1995 as set out in Annex 6 were
endorsed by the Meeting as were the RCA Budget Estimates for 1995 and 1996 as
shown in Annex 7.

5.2 RCA Membership

The RCA Co-ordinator welcomed the addition of both Myanmar and New
Zealand as the two latest signatories to the Agreement. The full list is given in
Annex 8.



53 New Project Proposals

Concerning the new project proposals (Annex 9), Dr. Easey noted that the
proposal for a CRP on agriculiral countermeasures after nuclear accidents had not
been finalized in time to be distrbuted to Member States. The proposal on
iradiated food had been forwarded to Member States for their consideration. He
noted Indonesia’s intention to submit a proposal for a CRP to the 1995 RCA
Working Grbup Meeting. | "

The new project proposals were unanimously supported by the Meeting
and the Chairman declared the following recommendations by the 46th RCA
Working Group Meeting endorsed:

- the proposals set out in the Project Formulation Meeting Report for Ehergy
and Nuclear Power Planning with the component on the pooling and
onclysis of effective strategies for 'implementotion of nuclear power
porgrammes fo be separated as a specific project;

- the proposals set out in the Project Formulation Meeting Report for
Research Reactor Utilizaiton and specifically the need for the evaluation of
neutron radiography facilities in the region;

- " the proposal for a CRP on Applied Research on Air Pollution using Nuclear
- Related Analytical Techniques;

- the proposal for an RCM in 1995 for Air Poliution and Lung function studies;
and,

- . the proposal for a new project 6n Irradiated Foods.

Japan referred to radiotherapy and said that the CRP on radiotherapy
which had been supported by Japan, had completed its second phase. To follow-
up in this field, Japan considered there were various possibilities and wished to
continue to support this topic. It was hoped that the opinions of interested Member
States would be passed on, so that a project proposal could be formulated as
soon as possible, hopefully at the beginning of 1995.



54 RCA Fooinoile a/ projects

Reference was made on the need for the Meeting to review footnote a/
projects that had been unfunded for over two years. it was noted that the only
project in this category was the RCA project on Risk and Reliability, RAS/?/010,
which had never been funded (Annex 10). The Philippines proposed fo have it
deleted from the programme. There were no objections and the Meeting ogreed
that it should be removed from the list of RCA projects.

The DIR-TCPM, Mr. Barretto, commenied that there seemed to be a large
number of footnote a/ projects during the next TC cycle (1995/96) and noted that
the reason for this was an increasing demand in projects but withouta propotional
increase in available funds. He siressed the need for efforts 1o sell projects't'o
donors and to q'ues’rion the reasons why a particular project is not beeing funded
after several years.

55 List of RCA Counterparts and Co-ordinators

A list of national co-ordinators and counterparts and their contact
information was included in the background papers and the RCA Co-ordinator
asked all delegates to review those lists and inform him in writing of any changes.

5.6 Venue, timing and administrative arrangements for the Mid-term
Review of the joint UNDP/RCAJIAEA project ' '

The RCA Co-ordinator pointed out that two UNDP officials from
headquarters would be ot the Tripartite Review meeting on Saturday, 24
September. Discussions would be held with them on the programme for the Mid-
term review. which shouid be in early July 4995. This .information would be
circulated o Member States as soon as available. He pointed out the long lead-
time for the Mid-term review and reminded delegates that, under the previous
UNDP project, some countries had compilained about a lack of opportunity fo
explain to the review team about local conditions and limitations, before the
review feam had come 1o the country. For the next Mid-term review every Member
State should be able to fable to the review team a document on the
implementation of the project in their country. Several delegates suggested that
this meeting could take place in New Zealand.






