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The Meeting was attended by 30 delegates representing all 17 RCA Member States
(Annex I). The IAEA was represented by Mr. QIAN Jihui, Deputy Director General for Technical
Co-operation, and Mr. Sueo Machi, Deputy Director General for Nuclear Sciences and
Applications. Other IAEA participants included Mr. A. Shihab-Eldin, Director, Division for
Africa, and East Asia and the Pacific (TCPA), Mr. M.N. Razley, Head, East Asia and the Pacific
Section (TCAPS), and Mr. C.R. Aleta, RCA Coordinator, East Asia and the Pacific Section.

1. Opening

1.1. Opening Statements

On 26 September 1999, the opening remarks were given by Mr. A. Shihab-Eldin, Director,
TCPA. He advised the meeting to take heed of the Technical Co-operation (TC) strategy in their
preparation for 2001-2002 projects. He stressed that projects that are strongly linked to TC Model
Project concept and criteria, i.e. projects that have strong government commitment, are likely to be
approved for TC support. He expressed support to the decision that the actions taken at the Sunday
meeting already be taken as part of the formal meeting and iterated part of his message given
during the briefing of Mission Representatives in August 1999, such as the use of extrabudgetary
contributions by Member States and the role of lead countries in project formulation. He
expressed ongoing support to the RCA and welcomed the occasion to meet with the various
delegations.

On 29 September 1999, the opening statement on behalf of the Agency was given by
Mr. QIAN Jihui, DDG-TC (4nnex 2). He stressed the importance of upstream work to identify
and prepare good RCA projects with regard to the RCA programme for 2001-2002. He noted the
importance of the direct involvement, support and contribution of the end-user governmental
institutions, as well as regional and international donors or development agencies, in ensuring that
RCA projects make a tangible contribution to major national and regional developmental projects.

The DDG-TC was pleased to note that much progress has been achieved in applying the
lead country concept to RCA programming and acknowledged the role and contribution of the lead
countries as well as other Member States. He stressed that lead countries need the full cooperation
of other Member States to identify the relevant national projects and institutions and to assist in
linking them to the RCA projects during programming and implementation.

He mentioned that the Agency will continue to consider practical operational modalities for
advancing the role of lead countries in programming and for extending it later to the
implementation stage. He also noted, however, that the extension is difficult to elaborate and
advance at this stage, so he advised the Member States to focus on the role of lead countries in
programme formulation at the moment. He stressed that this is the most important part of the
regional ownership concept, and RCA is now facing the task of determining the next cycle of
project proposals by the December 1999 deadline.
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DDG-TC was pleased to note that, with regard to the TCDC/ECDC, RCA has initiated a
number of important actions both within the region and inter-regionally. He stated his hope that
RCA make a leading contribution in fulfilling the main objective of a Tripartite Forum, AFRA,
ARCAL and RCA to exchange information and to agree on transfer and extension of these
successful technologies among the regions.

In conclusion, Mr. QIAN once again commended RCA for its serious efforts made in
advancing the concept of lead countries in the management of RCA and expressed his appreciation
to the Member States for their commitment and hard work.

Remarks by Mr. S. Machi, DDG-NA, followed (4nnex 3). He was pleased to note that the
RCA projects are being well implemented and RCA has placed priority on the application of
nuclear techniques for human health care, food production and environmental protection. He
pointed out that his Department is working for RCA technical co-operation projects through
collaboration with the TC Department and Co-ordinated Research Programmes (CRP) and that
CRPs are effective for technology development and the enhancement of research capabilities.

He also mentioned that the new Training and Reference Centre for Food Safety has recently
been completed at Seibersdorf Laboratories to provide services for Member States in the analysis
of food contaminants and that the JAEA Marine Environment Laboratory in Monaco has moved
into a new building which is equipped with excellent training facilities which are used for Member
States.

In conclusion, he assured that the Department of Nuclear Sciences and Applications would
continue to provide full co-operation to RCA activities.

1.2. Election of Chairperson

Mr. Roberts, RCA National Representative of New Zealand, the interim and outgoing
Chairperson of the Meeting, called for nominations for a chairperson for the rest of the meeting.
Mr. Tan Teng Huat, RCA National Representative of Singapore, was nominated by India and
seconded by Myanmar, and elected by acclamation.

1.3. Statements by Outgoing and Incoming Chairpersons

Mr. P. Roberts, RCA National Representative of New Zealand, welcomed
Mr. Shihab-Eldin, DIR-TCPA, to his first meeting of RCA National Representatives and thanked
him for his comments. The meeting would note the guidance and offer of support in Mr. Shihab-
Eldin's remarks. Mr. Roberts said that New Zealand had chaired the RCA at a time of considerable
change. He wished to thank the many National Representatives and National Co-ordinators who
had provided help, advice and support in the past year. Without that help, New Zealand's task
would have been much more difficult. He also thanked the staff of the Agency who had also
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provided him with support and help during the year, particularly Mr. Razley, Mr. Aleta and other
staff of the East Asia and Pacific Section.

Mr. Tan Teng Huat, RCA National Representative of Singapore, in his opening statement
noted that it is indeed the honour and privilege to chair the meeting and hoped to address the issues
as efficiently as possible. He also noted that Singapore had the honour of hosting the 21 RCA
Meeting of National Representative in March this year and the meeting was indeed fruitful and had
managed to arrive at some important decisions, in particular the adoption of the Operating Rules
and Guidelines for the RCA Programmes. He acknowledged the close co-operation of all the
National Representatives. He was also confident that given this same level of camaraderie. the
same achievements could be made at this General Conference Meeting.

1.4. Adoption of Agenda

The Meeting agreed that the meeting held on Sunday, 26 September 1999, was part of the
formal 28" RCA General Conference Meeting of RCA Member States which took place on

29 September 1999. The necessity for having future Sunday meetings is still subject to further
discussion by Member States.

The proposed Agenda was adopted with an amendment to Agenda Item 8, i.e. to amend
“Adoption” to “Discussion.” (Annex 4)

2. Follow-up Actions from the 21" RCA Meeting of National Representatives

After discussion, the Meeting:

1) noted that the satisfactory and systematic progress of “Follow-up Actions™ has been
made; and

i1) agreed to use the format of “List of Follow-up Items and Status” (4nnex 5). which was

drawn up by the RCA National Representative of Singapore, for the reports of all future RCA
meetings.

3. Adoption of the 1998 RCA Annual Report

The Meeting adopted the 1998 RCA Annual Report subject to the errata (Annex 6) and
advised Member States to provide any other comments to the RCA Office in due course.

The Meeting endorsed the working paper on the Annual Report (Annex 7) prepared by
Australia and Indonesia as a result of an action from the Meeting of National Representatives in
Singapore in terms of including information on project accomplishments and requested Member
States to submit any comments to the RCA Office as soon as possible.




4. Adoption of the Report of the 21" RCA Meeting of National Representatives

The Meeting adopted the report of the 21" RCA Meeting of National Representatives in
Singapore. The Meeting acknowledged the work done by the rapporteur.

5. Adoption of Revised RCA Operating Rules and Guidelines

Mr. Rolland, RCA National Representative of Australia, introduced the three papers,
namely the Working Paper for 1999 RCA GCM on the Lead Country Concept and the Guidelines
and Operating Rules for the RCA Programme (4nnex 8), Guidelines and Operating Rules for the
RCA Programme (Annex 9) and the Lead Country Concept within the Management of RCA
Projects (Annex 10).

He informed the meeting that the papers were developed by duly reflecting the comments
submitted by Member States and as indicated as the action items 10.2 and 10.4 in the List of
Follow-up Items and Status from the Report of the 21 RCA Meeting of National Representatives
in Singapore. He noted that the working papers were prepared together with Ms. A. Dela Rosa,
RCA National Representative of Philippines.

He highlighted that the Lead Country concept was agreed in 1997 and further refined
progressively in 1998 and 1999. He also mentioned that the proposed changes made to the
Guidelines and Operating Rules document are in Clauses 4, 4.1, 4.2(a), 4.2(b) and 6(h)(ii), and the
proposed changes made to the Lead Country paper are at Sections 2, 4, 5, 6.4 and 8.

A question was raised on the possible need to revise the RCA Agreement in relation to the
role of Lead Countries and Project Committees in the formulation, management and evaluation of
a project.

On the role of Lead Countries during implementation, Mr. Rolland emphasized that Lead
Countries should be allowed to first settle into their role during programming, before expanding
their role to implementation. He also mentioned the paper “Implementating Activities” circulated
by the RCA Co-ordinator to National Representatives which provided a good summary of the
implementation activities already being done by Member States and the Agency.

Mr. Rolland suggested that the RCA Coordinator consider arranging a mission to Member
States as required to assist in the implementation of the Lead Country arrangements.

After discussion the Meeting:

i) shared the view that the Lead Country concept is fully consistent with the RCA
Agreement and the role of Lead Country is to facilitate project formulation and at the moment
should not be extended to the implementation stage;

ii) acknowledged the National Representatives of Australia and Philippines for their work
to prepare the working papers;

iii) noted that Lead Countries did not have an executive role and needed to consult with the




other Member States involved in Project Committees;

iv) adopted the Guidelines and Operating Rules for the RCA Programme as presented, and
adopted the Lead Country Concept within the Management of RCA with the following
amendments:

eln section 2 (The Role of a Lead Country), the first dot will be replaced with “Provide
initiative in co-ordinating and managing all aspects of the project cycle;”

eIn section 9 (Evaluation of the Performance of Lead Countries), the last sentence will
be replaced with “The Lead Countries will be required to present a summary of actions

taken by them to meetings of National Representatives in discharging their
responsibilities.”;

enoted that the documents on the Guidelines and Operating Rules for the RCA
Programme and the Lead Country Concept within the Management of RCA were
subject to revision from time to time; and

v endorsed the summary recommendations of the report of the Meeting of Lead Countries
for the Joint UNDP/RCA/IAEA Project (RAS/97/030) (Annex 11), which was held in
Vienna from 20 to 23 July 1999.

6. Adoption of Planned Activities for Remainder of 1999 and for 2000

Mr. Aleta presented the paper for Planned Activities for Remainder of 1999 and for 2000
(Annex 12) and inquired if Member States would agree to do away with the Agency sending host
agreement letters. Some countries stated that they needed such letters for various official reasons.
but in the case of Japan. there is no need for the exchange of letters for RCA events.

After discussion the Meeting:

i) noted that constraints are faced by some Member States in getting approval from their
respective Government in hosting events;

ii) requested Member States to confirm venues or offer to host these events with no
identified hosts;

iii) requested the RCA Office to circulate a list of activities that had been postponed in
1999:

iv) noted that Mr. J. Chung, RCA National Representative of Korea. indicated Korea's
interest in hosting events which have had no indication of host countries, subject to a discussion
with the technical officers of the IAEA on detailed information of these events;

v) recognized that the list of events proposed for the year 2000 should reflect the various
Sector programs, and in this regard. recommended the Lead Country for the respective Sector
programs should take action to make a presentation on the projects under each Sector program for
the next project cycle at the next RCA Meeting of National Representative in Mumbai; and



vi) endorsed the programme for 1999/2000 subject to the comments above.

7. Adoption of Tripartite (AFRA, ARCAL and RCA) Forum Agenda and
Technologies for Transfer; Endorsement of Representatives to the Tripartite Forum

The Meeting:

i) agreed on the content of the tripartite forum agenda (Annex 12) which had in principle
been agreed in last year tripartite meeting of the Agreements,

ii) identified the following five RCA National Representatives for the tripartite forum:
New Zealand (ex-Chair), Singapore (present Chair), India (future Chair), Malaysia (TCDC Lead
Country), and Australia (elected representative);

ii1) agreed that the criteria for selecting representatives for future tripartite meetings will be
established by Member States;

iv) noted that Malaysia would continue its role as the Lead Country for the TCDC project
in RCA programme and proposed the sub-project of ‘Electronic Networking and Outreach form
part of a TCDC project for electronic networking of RCA technical resources and expertise to be
made available within RCA;

v) noted that the technologies agreed to be transferred last year among the three
Agreements were Distance Learning Materials for Nuclear Medicine Technologies from RCA,
Safety Guides on Radiotherapy from ARCAL and Dam Safety from AFRA_jAgreed that ECDC
would be set aside for the forthcoming tripartite meeting and the focus would be on TCDC until
the RCA Member States have been fully briefed on the ECDC concept; (v; )

A
vi) was advised by the Agency that there exists some interregional projects and
mechanisms to facilitate the transfer and exchange of nuclear technologies among the three
Agreements, but that this mechanism should be considered as catalyst only;

vii} agreed that the following four technologies will be offered by the RCA to the Tripartite
Forum to be held on 30 September 1999:

1) Distance Learning Materials in Radiation Protection;

2) Multimedia Distant Learning Packages on Tissue Banking;
3) Non-Destructive Testing Training Guidebooks; and

4) Distance Learning in Radiation Oncology.

8. Discussion of Agenda for the Project Review Meeting of the Joint
UNDP/RCA/TIAEA Project

The Meeting noted that Mr. P. Roberts would present the Draft Project Performance
Evaluation Report (PPER) and Mr. Aleta, the proposed Workplan for the joint UNDP/RCA/IAEA




project, RAS/97/030. The Meeting also noted that the item 1.4 of the agenda (4nnex 13) will be

replaced with “Adoption of Agenda” and the word ‘Singapore’ will be replaced with "New
Zealand’ in item 2.

The RCA Coordinator drew attention to the definition of Regional Resource Units (RRUs)
and the list of RRUs offered to date (Annex 14) and requested Member States to specify the
particular institute or part of the institute and contact person involved for the techniques concerned,
and requested the RCA Office to further elaborate on the paper on RRUs including the definition

of RRU and to provide it for further discussion in the next National Representative Meeting in
Mumbeai.

9. Projects for the 2001/2002 Cycle

Mr. Aleta presented the list of RCA projects for the 2001/2002 cycle based on continuing

projects, list of project proposals for the 2001/2002 cycle and the list of project proposal for
extension. (Annex 15)

He highlighted that, as of 24 August 1999, there are 10 continuing projects for the
2001/2002 cycle: 5 in environment (RAS/8/076, RAS/8/082, RAS/8/083, RAS/8/084 and
RAS/0/029), 1 in health (RAS/7/008), 1 in industry (RAS/8/087), and 3 in agriculture (RAS/5/035,
RAS/5/037 and RAS/5/038).

He commented that, as of 29 September 1999, there were 35 project proposals received: 23
in agriculture, 2 in energy, 2 in environment, 6 in health, and 2 in industry. Among these 35
projects, Distance Learning in Radiation Oncology (Australia), Use of Isotopes in Dam Safety and
Dam Sustainability (Pakistan), and Improvement of Research Reactor Operation and Utilization
(Korea) were full project proposals.

He informed the meeting that there were also two projects proposed for their extension:
Radiation Protection Infrastructure (RAS/9/018), Quality Assurance in Radiation Sterilization of
Tissue Grafts (RAS/7/008) in accordance with the decision at the 21* RCA Meeting of National
Representatives in Singapore. He also noted, however, that the decision for extension will be
subject to the model project requirements.

After discussion the Meeting:

i) noted that the programme for 2001/2002 should be considered within the relevant
program sector areas:

ii) endorsed the above-mentioned ten projects for the 2001/2002 cycle based on continuing
projects;

iii) endorsed the following three full project proposals for the 2001/2002 cycle: Distance
Learning in Radiation Oncology; Use of Isotopes in Dam Safety and Dam Sustainability; and
Improvement of Research Reactor Operation and Utilization:



iv) recommended that the project proposals for 2001/2002 should be reviewed by sector
programs at their annual National Coordinators Meetings (NCMs) so that each NCM could set out
major objectives and strategies for each sector and review and select the projects with higher
impact and benefit to end-users. The use of outside experts should be encouraged, especially when
a suitably qualified Agency staff member is not able to participate. The sector NCMs should bring
forward fully developed projects to the next National Representatives Meeting;

v) in this regard, with respect to all the other project proposals for 2001/2002 cycle,
recommended the Lead Countries for each sector should co-ordinate and hold meetings before
31 December 1999 to review each new project proposal and identifying the projects for the next
cycle so that the next 22" RCA Meeting of National Representative in Mumbai could discuss their
reports;

vi) endorsed the following two projects to be extended until 2002: Radiation Protection
Infrastructure (RAS/9/018); Quality Assurance in Radiation Sterilization of Tissue Grafts
(RAS/7/008);

vii) noted the working paper on the Possible Role of Nuclear Power as a Clean
Development Mechanism under the Kyoto Protocol prepared by Mr. B. Hamilton of the Agency.

10. Other Matters

A
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10.1. Venue Ebr the 22™ RCA Meeting of National Representatives

The RCA National Representative of India confirmed the invitation for the next RCA
Meeting of National Representatives to be held in Mumbai, India from 28 February to 2 March
2000.

10.2. Consultative Meeting

Mr. Aleta called the attention of Member States to the information sheet (4Annex 16) and
commented that a consultative meeting by the Agency with other regional organizations such as
ASEAN, UN ESCAP. UNDP, APDIP, UNESCO, and others, is planned immediately after the next
RCA Meeting of National Representatives in Mumbai. He noted that this consultation among
organizations which have similar programmes in the area of environment and natural resources is
undertaken to exchange information on each other’s programme, prevent duplication of activities
in similar technical assistance areas, and establish a mechanism for collaboration and co-operation.



10.3. Extrabudgetary Contributions

Mr. Aleta presented the status of the Member States’ extrabudgetary contributions for the
joint UNDP/RCA/IAEA project (RAS/97/030) and for RCA projects, and extrabudgetary Reserve
Fund status. (Annex 17) He appealed to Member States to provide their indication on how the
Reserve Fund could be allocated in which projects and activities as soon as possible.

The Meeting noted the intention of China to contribute 60,000 USD per year from the year
2000 as an extrabudgetary contribution to the RCA.
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Annex 1

PARTICIPANTS OF THE 28™ RCA GENERAL CONFERENCE MEETING

26 September 1999 at ACV, Room N, Vienna, Austria
and
29 September 1999 at VIC, Room C07 V, Vienna, Austria

AUSTRALIA

Mr. John Rolland

Director

Government and Public Affairs
ANSTO

PMB 1Menai

Sydney, N.S.W. 2234

Tel: 61 29717 3733

Fax: 61 2 9543 1452

Email: john rolland@ansto.gov.au

Mr. Maurice Ripley
Counsellor

Permanent Mission of Australia
Vienna

Tel: 51285 80/119

Fax: 504 11 78

Mr. Claudio Temriz

BANGLADESH

Dr. Nayyum Chouwdhury

Director, Division of International Affairs
BAEC

Tel: 88 02 866 204

Fax: 88 02 863 051

e-mail: baec@dhaka.agni.com

CHINA

Mr. Zhu Jiang

Senior Adviser

Bureau of International Co-operation
CAEA

Bejjing

Fax: 86 10 6851 3717
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Mr. Zheng Kemin

Advisor, Permanent Mission of China
Vienna
Fax: 370 66 26

INDIA

Mr. AK. Anand
Director, Technical Co-ordination

and International Relations
Bhabha Atomic Research Centre
Trombay
Mumbai 400 085
Tel:. 91 22 556 3130/91 22 550 5050
Fax: 91 22 550 51 51/91 22 551 96 13
Email: akand@magnum barc.ernet.in

INDONESIA

Prof. A. Djaloeis Mr.
Deputy Director General Mr.
BATAN Mr.

JIKH. Abd. Rohim
Mampang Prapatan

P.O. Box 85 KBY

Jakarta, Selatan

Tel: 62215253703

Fax: 62 21 525 1110
Email: djaloeis@batan.go.id

JAPAN

Mr. Hiroshi ABE

Foreign Policy Bureau
Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Tokyo 100-1989

Tel: 813 35803311/2884
Fax: 81 3 3506 0427

e-mail: hiroshi.abe@mofa.go.jp

Mr. Jun Takahashi

Special Assistant
Permanent Mission of Japan
Vienna

Fax: 263 6750

Susworo
Kayono
Zahir
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