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1. Introduction

1.1 The 21* Meeting of RCA National Representatives (NRs) was held from 1-5
March 1999 at the York Hotel, Singapore. The Meeting was attended by 33
participants from 15 Member States (MSs). The participant list is given in Annex 1.
The IAEA was represented by Mr Qian Jihui, Deputy Director-General, Head of the
Department of Technical Cooperation, Mr M.N. Razley, Section Head for East Asia
and the Pacific (TCAPS), and Mr C.R. Aleta, the RCA Coordinator.

2. Opening Ceremony |

2.1 Dr Aline Wong, Senior Minister of State (Health) and Senior Minister of State
(Education) officiated at the Opening Ceremony. Dr Wong welcomed participants to
Singapore and was proud to note that Singapore has been playing an active role in the
RCA, especially in the areas of health, industry and environment. She acknowledged
the contributions made by the IAEA and RCA over the years and urged all MSs to
ensure that present and future development can be sustained through the appropriate
use of nuclear technology. The full text of Dr Wong’s speech is given in Annex 2.

2.2 Mr Razley read a statement on behalf of Mr Qian Jihui. In his statement, Mr
Qian urged MSs to formulate projects that would solve the real problems in the region
and to consider the use of Regional Resource Units (RRUs) while formulating and

implementing their programmes. The full text of Mr Qian’s speech is given in Annex
3.

3. First Administrative Session (Chairman: Mr Tan Teng Huat,
Rapporteur: Mr Lee Kheng Seng)

3.1 Election of Chairperson

Dr Peter Roberts, the delegate from New Zealand took the interim chairmanship of the
Meeting.
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Mr Tan Teng Huat, Director of the Environment Policy and Management, Ministry of
the Environment, Singapore was proposed by Mr A K Anand of India to act as the
Chairperson of the Meeting; the proposal was seconded by Dr Tin Hliang of
Myanmar. Mr Tan was unanimously elected as chairman.

3.2 Statement by Qutgoing Chairperson

Dr Roberts said that it had been an honour for New Zealand to host the previous
meeting in Taupo and he thanked MSs for their cooperation in making the meeting a
" success. A copy of his remarks is in Annex 4.

3.3 Statement by Incoming Chairperson

Mr Tan thanked the Meeting for electing him as Chairperson and also thanked Mr
Anand for his kind words. He said it was the first time that Singapore was hosting the
RCA NRs Meeting. He was confident that the camaraderie among delegates would
help in making the meeting a successful one. A copy of his remarks is in Annex 5.

3.4 Adonption of Agenda

The draft agenda was adopted with minor amendments. The modified agenda is in
Annex 6.

3.5 Designation of Chairpersons and Rapporteurs

The Chairman proposed the session Chairpersons and Rapporteurs. This was agreed
unanimously'. The CVs of the chairpersons are given in Annex 7.

3.6 Presentation of the Draft 1998 RCA Annual Report

The RCA Coordinator, Mr Aleta, presented the draft 1998 RCA Annual Report which
was earlier sent to the MSs. The draft Annual Report for 1998 was adopted in-
principle subject to the following:

e The deletion of the complete Section on page 8 headed “Political Events which
affected the RCA Programme Implementation”.

o The endorsement of the previous decision at the 27" RCA General Conference
(GC) Meeting in September 1998 on the need to ensure the Annual Report is seen
as a flagship document for the RCA. In particular, Part 1 of the Report containing
the Executive Summary should contain the broad strategy and major

' The names of chairpersons and rapporteurs appear within the heading of each session.
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achievements, policy direction and highlights of RCA activities in that year. The
IAEA may require additional assistance to finalise this Executive Summary for
making available to government authorities or other international organisations.

e The inclusion of detailed comments on the draft text which should be provided to
the RCA Coordinator by 20 March 1999.

e The submission of all national inputs to Part 3.

e The inclusion of a table showing in-kind contributions by MSs based on person-
days/months or standard dollar amounts for specific activities similar to those

which formed the basis of the calculation of in-kind contributions in the previous
UNDP/RCA/IAEA Project Document viz.:

Hosting of regional training events including US$2000/day
demonstrations

Hosting of national training events US$1000/day
Provision of senior staff for project coordination US$250/day
meetings, tripartite and other review meetings

Provision of experts for advisory meetings, US$200/day
lecturing at training events, expert assignments

A national training event encompasses training where the IAEA provides experts

e An addendum on the achievements/impacts of closed projects as circulated at the
Meeting.

The RCA Coordinator also requested MSs that had not provided their country
activity report for Part 3 to do so by 20 March 1999, electronically if possible.

The Meeting requested Indonesia and Australia to draft a standard format for
submitting reports on project accomplishments as reflected in Part 2 of the Annual
Report. This would assist the RCA Office in compiling the Annual Report and also
help to document highlights in the RCA programme for the Executive Summary.

The Meeting also noted that MSs supported the provision of extra assistance, such as
sending someone to the RCA Office -to assist in producing the Annual Report, if
necessary.

Mr. Aleta noted that many MSs have yet to submit their reports on accomplished tasks
and meetings they have hosted based on the agreed mechanism. The Meeting agreed
that it would be helpful that reports could be sent electronically to the RCA Office.
MSs were urged to submit their reports as soon as possible.
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3.7 Presentation of the Report of the 27" General Conference Meeting

The Chairman invited Mr. Aleta to present the final report of the 27" RCA GC
Meeting held on 23 September 1998 in Vienna. Pakistan noted that many country
statements were rather lengthy and this made the RCA GC report rather bulky. The
Meeting agreed to limit country statements to not more than two pages for future
RCA GC reports; these statements should concentrate on policy aspects.

The Meeting commended the Secretariat for producing a good report and adopted the
27" RCA GC Report, subject to any detailed comments being received within the next

week.

3.8 Follow-up actions from the 27® RCA General Conference Meeting

Mr. Aleta briefed the Meeting on the actions and recommendations of the 27" RCA
GC. The table is given in Annex 8.

On the request by Yemen and Iran to join the RCA, Mr. Aleta said that based on the
legal opinion of the IAEA, both countries were outside the geographical boundaries of
the Asia Pacific region and hence cannot become a member of the RCA. The IAEA’s
legal section has however advised that it be up to MSs to decide whether to allow the
two countries to be part of the RCA. After discussion, the meeting decided to let the
issue rest and requested Australia to assist the RCA Coordinator to draft a reply to
the written request from Yemen. The Meeting also agreed that it would suffice at this
juncture to note the verbal request from Iran.

Mr. Razley informed the Meeting that future RCA documents/reports cannot use the
IAEA logo unless it follows the protocol set by the IAEA. The Meeting invited the
TIAEA to streamline the documents/reports issued or printed by the three Regional
Agreements to give consistency regarding the use of IAEA logo.

The Meeting noted the usefulness of the list of actions and recommendations provided
after recent Meetings. It was suggested that it would be useful in future Meetings to
discuss the list in an early Agenda Item as Matters Arising from Previous Meetings.
The Meeting requested the RCA Office to produce a similar list to be disseminated to
MSs in advance of future Meetings of National Representatives (including the GC
Meeting).

4 Second Administrative Session (Chairman: Mr Chua Yew Peng,
Rapporteur: Mr Lee Kheng Seng)
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4.1 Programmes for East Asia and the Pacific

Mr. Razley gave a presentation on the 1999/2000 programmes for the region as well
as the strategies for preparation of the 2001/2002 cycle as at Annex 9. He highlighted
that of the US$18.6 million available in 1999 in the Asia Pacific Section, only 20%
were budgeted for equipment and the remainder was essentially for movement of
people. He mentioned that movement of people, such as training and provision of
experts, etc. was the more challenging task. He urged MSs to work closely with the
IAEA to implement all activities in 216 projects and to convert ideas into reality. He
also urged MSs to formulate well-designed projects before 31 December 1999 so as to
be included in the 2001/2002 cycle.

Australia noted the need to ensure there was no duplication of activities between
regional projects outside RCA and RCA projects.

The Meeting took note of the programmes and the importance of formulating sound
future projects.

4.2 Programme and Projects for RCA

The RCA Coordinator presented the overall programme for 1999/2000 in terms of
number of projects, funding, activities and other information as at Annex 10. He also
gave a detailed breakdown of the programme by thematic programme areas, funding
source and status.

There were altogether 34 projects for 1999/2000 divided into the following thematic
areas:

a) Agriculture

b) Health

c) Industry

d) Energy/Research Reactor/Waste Management

e) Environment .

) Radiation Protection ,

g) General — those that cannot be categorised as above.

The Meeting noted that Australia, China, Japan, Korea, Malaysia, New Zealand, the
Philippines and Sri Lanka were funding footnote a/ projects. The Meeting requested
the RCA Office to identify what needs to be funded, whether there were problems
encountered in funding as well as to investigate possible additional funding sources.

Japan noted it was the Lead Country for RAS/8/085 — “Non-Destructive Testing and
Evaluation” which was a footnote a/ project with an estimated cost of $400,240.
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However, the National Representative of Japan stated that Japan had not been made
aware of the activities planned within the project. The RCA Coordinator clarified that
the project was among those considered and endorsed at the 27" RCA GC. After
discussion, the Meeting confirmed its endorsement of the projects identified in the
report of the 27" RCA GC.

The Meeting noted the presentation by Mr Aleta and agreed to consider the
programmes on a Thematic basis during later sessions.

4.3 Project Formulation Meetings (PFMs)

New Zealand presented the major outputs of the PFM for the sub-project “Clean and
Energy Efficient Production Processes” under the UNDP/RCA/IAEA project —
“Better Management of the Environment, Natural Resources and Industrial Growth
through Isotopes and Radiation Technology” held in Kuala Lumpur on 26-30
November 1998. The project was complementary to thematic projects on industry.
He recorded thanks to Malaysia for hosting the meeting as well as the assistance
provided by Japan and Thailand as assistant Lead Countries. The Meeting approved
the recommendations of the project.

Philippines presented the outputs of the PFM held on 30 November — 3 December
1998 in Manila on the component “Harmful Algal Bloom” under the sub-project
“Management of Marine Coastal Environment and Its Pollution” of the joint
UNDP/RCA/IAEA project. The IAEA noted that it was a high profile project and
would be funded by the UNDP and IAEA. The Meeting approved the
recommendations of the project.

China and Myanmar jointly presented the output of the PFM held in Yangon on 11-15
January 1999 under the project RAS 5/035 “Better Feed Supplementation and Animal
Production”. The Meeting approved the recommendations of the project.

China made mention of the outputs of the PFM held in Bangkok on 8-12 February
1999 on RAS 5/037 “Enhancement of Genetic Diversity in Rice”. The meeting noted
that the project report was not finalised yet. Subject to the conclusions of an overall
thematic meeting to consider agriculture projects, the project activities were
approved in-principle. -

5. First Technical Session: Thematic Programme in Radiation Protection
(Chairperson: Mr Stephen Chong, Rapporteur: Ms Annie Tan)

5.1 RAS/9/018 Radiation Protection Enhancement and Harmonisation of
Radiation Protection
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Australia, being the Lead Country for this thematic programme for Radiation
Protection, gave a summary of the IAEA/RCA Expert Advisory Group Meeting
(EAGM) held in the Philippines on 22-24 February 1999. A report on the meeting
was circulated.

The Meeting was attended by 6 MSs and the IAEA Technical Officer (TO). The
purpose of the Meeting was:

e To review the effectiveness of the radiation protection activities held in 1998;

e To review and agree on the activities for 1999-2000;

e To plan the activities for 2001-2;

e To ensure proper coordination with the Model Project RAS/9/021 and the joint
UNDP/RCA/TAEA activities.

The EAGM meeting was considered essential in the on-going process of reviewing,
evaluating and planning activities. The 1999/2000 activities were reviewed in detail
and amended. The revised list was considered of high priority for funding. The
forward activities for 2001-2002 have been identified with their proposed
justification.

52 Discussion

Japan explained the structure of this project and how it is to be implemented. All 17
MSs will participate. It is a 5-year working plan and during this period there is a
coordination group which reviews and evaluates all activities and makes
recommendations. Presently the Chairman of this group is Dr. Ron Cameron from
Australia. There was some discussion on the size of the Coordination Group and its
representative nature. It was noted that the programme of activities had been
constrained by the reduced financial contribution from Japan and the limited financial
contributions from MSs other than Australia.

Australia reviewed the areas of responsibility of the Coordination Group for which
lead persons had been appointed for each area:

Standards and Regulations

Accident Management

Radiation Protection in Medicine
Radiation Protection in Industry
Occupational and Environmental Exposure

[ R R S

JAEA stated that the overall programme has some complexity and there was a need to
ensure that the overall programme was well formulated. How are the objectives
achieved considering that the level of radiation protection is different in the different
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countries? One possibility is to divide the 17 MSs into 3 groups of different levels
namely lower level, intermediate and high. This is in line with the Interregional
Model Project, INT 9/1432,

IAEA outlined the scope of regional and inter-regional projects which were seen to be
complementary to the RCA project.

The Chairman invited Dr. Djermouni, Project Manager, RAS 9/021, to outline the
progress of the project. Dr. Djermouni said that there are 5 MSs participating in this
Model Project. They are Bangladesh, Mongolia, Myanmar, Sri Lanka and Vietnam.
The main problems for these MSs were identified and solutions to these problems
were being worked out. The infrastructure for radiation protection was being
introduced into these countries such as radiation protection regulations, codes of
practice, radioactive waste management, and a system of licensing. He stated that
there was no duplication with the RCA project.

IAEA noted the need for MSs to have a basic level of radiation protection
infrastructure before technical assistance is provided.

Following discussion, the 1999-2000 activities were approved and the activities for
2001-2002 were approved in-principle.

IAEA suggested a questionnaire or audit be sent to MSs seeking information on the
benefits and outcomes of the project to date. Value was seen in this proposal.
Australia pointed to the emphasis in the project document already placed on
evaluation and follow-up activities.

Korea confirmed the country's commitment to donate US$100,000 for the project
RAS/9/024 - Environmental Radiation Monitoring and Regional Database, for 1999
provided the IAEA matched this funding. IAEA invited Korea to formalise this offer
on an unconditional basis as soon as possible.

6. Second Technical Session: Agriculture - Related Projects (Chairman: Mr
Stephen Chong, Rapporteur: Ms Annie Tan)

There are five projects under Agriculture for 1999. The Lead Country China was
invited to update the meeting on the progress of the three hardcore projects:

o RAS/5/034 - Irradiation as Sanitary and Phytosanitary Food Treatment

? The implementation of this interregional project INT9/143 has been delegated to the regions; in East
Asia and the Pacific it is implemented through RAS/9/021






