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JOINT UNDP/RCA/IAEA PROJECT RAS/92/073
SECOND MEETING OF NATIONAL CO-ORDINATORS FOR
NON-DESTRUCTIVE EVALUATION,
INTERNATIONAL HOUSE, MELBOURNE, AUSTRALIA, 17 - 21 JULY 1995.

1. OPENING SESSION

Dr. John F. Easey, RCA Co-ordinator, IAEA, welcomed participants to the
Meeting. He thanked the Australian Government and the Australian Institute for Non-
Destructive Testing for agreeing to host the meeting and the Government of Japan for
agreeing to provide the funding. in particular he welcomed the representatives from
the two new Member States, Myanmar and New Zealand.

Mr. Gary Barber, Federal President of AINDT, welcomed participants on behaif
of AINDT. He summarized AINDT's involvement with the Regional Industrial Project
from Mr. Gillespie's participation in the mission which recommended that NDT be part
of the Regional Industrial Project to Mr. Gilmour's involvement as member of the
Expert Working Group in the first phase of the Project and then as Project Expert in
the second phase and to the contribution many AINDT NDT experts had made to
regional and national training courses held since the project's inception.

Mr. Gary Barber, AINDT Federal President, was unanimously elected Chairman
of the Meeting and Mr. Giimour and Mr. Shugg were elected as Joint Secretaries.

The draft agenda which had been circulated previously was adopted with slight
amendment (Annex 1). All participants then introduced themselves to the Meeting.
There were representatives from each of the 17 RCA Member States. The full list of
participants is given in Annex 2.

Dr. Easey gave an overview of the UNDP/RCA/IAEA programme and the
details of the current budgetary situation. He discussed briefly the Mid-Term
Evaluation Report and the responses to it. He stressed the importance of developing
an effective future programme for NDE and explained about the drastic changes
expected in UNDP funding and priorities starting in 1997 under their sixth intercountry
programme cycle (Annex 3).



Dr. Ooka outlined the developments of the NDE programme since the first
National Co-ordinators Meeting held in Tokyo from 30 August to 2 September 1993.
In particular he discussed the Japanese Government funded Proficiency Test
Programme and the Regional Workshop and Seminar on the Fabrication and
Evaluation of NDT Test Pieces held in Malaysia in January 1995 (Annex 4).

Dr. Easey reviewed the objectives of the Meeting and advised the participants
on the actions that would have to be undertaken to prepare the NDE subproject for
the second half of the project and for the future projects beyond 1997.

2. TECHNICAL SESSION 1

Mr. Shi Jihua gave an overview of the NDE resources in RCA Member States
(Annex 5). In this he reviewed the major project activities in 1994 and 1995. He
demonstrated a software programme which could be used to prepare NDT
examination papers using a data base of questions.

In the pre-meeting documentation the participants were asked to prepare a
Country Statement for presentation at the Meeting and for inclusion in the Meeting
Report. Each National Co-ordinator made an oral presentation of their report. The
full text of the Country Statements is contained in the following Annexes:

Bangladesh Annex 6
China Annex 7
India Annex 8
Indonesia Annex 9
Republic of Korea Annex 10
Malaysia Annex 11
Mongolia Annex 12
Myanmar Annex 13
Pakistan Annex 14

Philippines Annex 15



Singapore Annex 16
Sri Lanka Annex 17
Thailand Annex 18
Viet Nam Annex 19

Special reports were submitted by Mr. Gilmour (Annex 20), Dr. Ooka (Annex 21) and
Mr. Hayward (Annex 22).

3. TECHNICAL SESSION 2

There was extensive discussion on the 1995 and 1996 work programme and
formulation of the work schedule.

It was noted that any proposals for the activities in 1995 and 1996 would have
to be subject to uncertain funding. Although UNDP had indicated that there would be
substantial budget cuts for both years, there was a possibility that some of the
additional funding could come from them. In agreeing to activities in these two years,
it was considered necessary to have in place a reserve programme which could be
used to make use of any additional funds.

Member States were very concerned that there should now be activities on
NDE of concrete. They cited the recent manmade and natural disasters in Malaysia,
Singapore, Republic of Korea and Japan involving commercial and public buildings as
factors that were focussing attention on the needs for regional efforts to accelerate the
dissemination of information and setting up training and/or workshops on NDE for this
field.

Bangladesh, Indonesia, Malaysia, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Thailand and Viet Nam
all expressed concern that their national qualification programmes could not be
completed because of the absence or limited numbers of Level 3 certified personnel.
The ultimate effect of this specific problem had been to stall the national programme
in this area and inhibit the attainment of sustainability.



It was agreed that new project proposals for 1997/1998 approval should be
prepared for both of these items and that they should be submitted to the next RCA
Working Group Meeting due to take place in March 1996 in Bangladesh. Both

proposals would use the same timetable for preparation.

1st Input from Member States

1st Draft Proposal for distribution to Member States
1st Reply from Member States

2nd Draft Proposal for distribution to Member States
2nd Reply from Member States

Deadline 15 Aug. 1995
Deadline 22 Sept. 1995
Deadline 1 Nov. 1995
Deadline 1 Dec. 1995
Deadline 15 Jan. 1996

Mr. Kulkarni agreed to prepare the input for the data based on the examination
questions and distribute the diskettes with the information and the SNEP software.
Member States would then review the materiais and edit as required.

Dr. Nasir agreed to be responsible for co-ordinating the distribution of test
pieces for the national PTP programmes using the NATA ultrasonic thickness test

specimens. The schedule agreed was:

Country Receive

by
Indonesia 31 July 1995
Thailand 31 October 1995
Pakistan 31 January 1996
Sri Lanka 31 May 1996
Bangladesh 31 August 1996

Dispatch
by

31 October 1995
31 January 1996
31 May 1996

31 August 1996
30 November 1996

Dr. Sana Ullah announced that there was planned to be a two week NTC in

Bangladesh on NDE concrete in January 1996. He planned to distribute copies of the

announcement to all National Co-ordinators for their information. He said that

Bangladesh would be willing, in principle, to open participation in this NTC to suitably



qualified participants from other RCA Member States. The RCA Office should be
contacted concerning the funding of such participation of such participation.

Mr. Asghar Ali Khan agreed to complete the editing of the UT2 notes and the
notes for NDT Appreciation Course for Managers. It was agreed that all Member
States would respond by 15 August 1995. Mr. Peter Hayward agreed to review the
Level 2 training notes for UT2.

it was agreed that, subject to funding, at the next National Co-ordinators
Meeting there would be reports on the PTPs held at the national level. It was also
agreed that this NCM would be held in Bombay, India around the timing for the World
Conference on NDT in December 1996. The exact details would be circulated later.

Mr. Gilmour agreed to review the comments on his draft notes on NDT of
concrete and submit a revised version to the RCA Office.

4, CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

The following were the agreed conclusions and recommendations from the
Meeting.

there has been satisfactory progress in the project since the previous
National Co-ordinators Meeting held in Tokyo in August/September
1993.

the budget reductions imposed by UNDP for 1994, 1995 and 1996 were
noted with regret and it is hoped that some funds would be released by
them to lessen the effect on the integrity of the project.



while most Member States were making good progress to achieving the
project outputs, it was recognized that additional assistance would have
to be given to Myanmar and Mongolia, both of whom had only recently
joined RCA, in order to bring their status up to the minimum regional
standard.

the late approval of the project by UNDP in April 1993 coupled with the
reduction in their budget allocation would have an impact on the
implementation of the project activities and that they would not be
completed until the end of 1997.

concern was expressed by Bangladesh, Indonesia, Malaysia, Pakistan,
Sri Lanka, Thailand and Viet Nam that they did not have the necessary
numbers of certified Level 3 personnel to enable the national
qualification and certification programme to take place and therefore, to
have national sustainability. Since this activity had not been a
continuing component of the NDE programme in this present joint
project, it was recommended that a new project proposal on this should
be formulated and submitted to the next RCA Working Group Meeting
in March 1996.

because of the departure of the RCA Co-ordinator towards the end of
November 1995 and the absence of a Technical Officer specifically
qualified in NDE, it was agreed that Dr. OQoka would act to oversee that
there was satisfactory progress and implementation of the agreed project
activities. Arrangements would be made to have relevant materials sent
to him. This role would be very important in the view of the two new
project proposals that would need to be prepared over the next six
months.



Member States requested Japan to hold and support a workshop on
NDE of concrete on the basis of their earthquake experience.

5. OTHER MATTERS

The Meeting proposed a vote of thanks to AINDT for their generosity in
agreeing to host the Meeting and to Mr. Gary Barber for his able Chairmanship and
to Dr. Gary Martin and the other members of the Organizing Committee for the work
they had done to make the Meeting a technical and social success (Annex 23).

The Meeting extended its thanks to the organizers for the successful plant visits
carried out on Thursday, 20 July and acknowledged the contributions of the Herman
Research Laboratories Ltd and the CSIRO Division of Building Construction and
Engineering to this interesting and enjoyable event.

All delegates jointly thanked Dr. Easey for his contribution to the project during
his term as RCA Co-ordinator and wished him well for the future.

6. CLOSING REMARKS

The RCA Co-ordinator, after reviewing the activities and decisions made at the
Meeting, thanked all the participants for their contributions and the positive and
constructive way in which the project activities had been discussed and resolved. He
thanked the Government of Japan for providing the funding for the Meeting, the
Australian Government for agreeing to host it and AINDT for hosting the Meeting and
for all their support to the Project.

Mr. Gary Barber closed the Meeting on behalf of the Australian Government
and AINDT and hoped that all participants would have a safe trip home. He hoped
that the activities generated by the joint UNDP/RCA/IAEA project on Industry and the
Environment coupled with the friendships and contacts made, would continue to
stimulate the growth of NDT in the region.
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